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ABSTRACf

Bajpai, Usha & Maheshwari, Hari K. (1986). On two new fossil woods from the Raniganj Formation: with remarks on
Zalesskioxylon zambesiensis from Mozambique. Palaeobotanist 35 (1): 39-47.

Fossil woods are rather scarce in lDwer Gondwana. A large percentage of woods so tar reported belong to Raniganj or
equivalent formations. The two new species of wood reponed here also originate in the Raniganj Formation. Lepekhina's
circumscription of the genus Araucan'oxyIon is n(){ accepted as it overlaps the diagnosis of the genus Dadoxylon Her
assignment of D. brand/ingii (lindley & Hutton) Endlicher as leaogenorype of Dadoxylon is n(){ acceptable because the
correa type species is D. withamii (lindley & Hutton) Endlicher. Zalesskioxylon zambesiensis Maithy has been reo
inveStigated and found to be conspecific with AustraJoxy/on teixeirae Marguerier. The genera Parapalaeoxylon Prasad and
Kamthioxylon Mahabale & Vagyani are probably superfluous.
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INTRODUCTION

WI-HIE the Lower Gondwana formations of India abound
in impressions and compressions of leaves, fossils of
woods, like those of the fertile organs, are rather rare.
Most of the woody axes, e.g. Vertebran'a, are again
known in the form of impressions or compressions,
there being only occasional records of petrifactions.

Of the five sedimentary formations recognised in
the Lower Gondwana of India, viz., Talchir, Karharbari,
Barakar, Barren Measures and Raniganj in ascending
order, only two, viz., Barakar and Raniganj formations
have yielded identifiable woods. The major part of the
Lower Gondwana woods reported so far has come from
Raniganj Formation in the Raniganj Coalfield and Kamthi

Formation in the Chandrapur District. Comprehensive
reviews have been published by Krausel, Maithy and
Maheshwari (1963), Maheshwari (1972), Maithy (1974)
and Prasad (1982).

In the present paper some new fossil woods
associated with a coal seam of Raniganj Formation in the
Lodna Colliery, East Raniganj Coalfield have been
described and assigned to two new species. Taxonomic
nOtes on Zalesskioxylon zambesiensis have also been
given.

Though one of the first fossil woods recorded from
the Raniganj Coalfield was Araucarioxylon robertianum
Schenk, 1882, first detailed description was prOVided by
Sahni (1933) who described Dadoxylon zalesskyi from
the Kumarpur Sandstone Member of the Raniganj

39





7
















