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ABSTRACT

The present paper deals with the Palynology of
the Barakar sediments exposed near the village of
Badam, in Hazaribagh District of Bihar, India.
The spores and pollen recovered have been referred
to 42 spore genera and 60 species. Three Palyno
logical zones have been marked on the abundance
of striate bisaccate pollen and trilete spores.

INTRODUCTION

PALYNOLOGY, now an accepted tool
in coal and oil exploration, includes
a study of microfossils that are useful

in age determinations; correlation of wells
and outcrop sections, and suggesting favour
able areas for oil exploration by interpreting
environmen ts.

Spores, pollen and other palynological
fossils (Hystrichosphaerids, Dinoflagellates
etc.) can be obtained in abundance from
acid-insoluble residues of shales, coals, lime
stones, siltst.ones, peats and lignites. Sand
stones are usually barren. The factors
t.hat make Palynology an important disci
pline are several. Palynological fossils are
minute and well preserved in many sedi
mentary environments; approximately 75
80 per cen t of all sedimentary rocks con tain
some type of microfossils. They are espe
cially sui table for recovery from even a
small amount of material. Palynological
fossils are usually abundant and possess
taxonomic characters which make them
distinctive entities. They are found in
rocks ranging in age from late Pre-Cam
brian to Pleistocene and are sufficiently
different in each period to serve as means
of recognizing the age of the rocks in ques
tion. Pollen, Spores, Hystrichosphaerids,
Dinoflagellates, Chitinozoans, Tintinids
etc. occur in distinctive assemblages that
indicate specific environment at the t.ime
of deposition. The determination of palaeo
ecological conditions has great bearing upon
the recognit.ion of smaller geological time
units, the proximity of ancient shore lines,

the correlation of marine and continental
deposits and palaeoclimatic trends. In
recen t years palynological fossils have been
statistically treated. Such studies reveal
information relating to correlation of small
lithological units and geological structures.

Palynological St'udies in Gondwanaland
Palynological studies in the Gondwana
continent are not extensive as compared
to those in Europe, U.S.S.R. and North
America. The Australian Permian deposits
have been worked ou t by Balme (1952),
Balme & Hennelly (1955, 1956a, 1956b),
Hennelly (1958), Dulhunty (1946), Townrow
(1962) and others. In Africa, Leschik (1959)
studied spores and pollen from Karroo; sand
stone of Norronaub (South-West Africa).
Hart (1960, 1963, 1964) investigated the
microflora from the lower measures (K 2);

Katewaka-MchuchumaCoalfield,Tanganyika.
Sahni in a paper (1940) elucidated the

importance of palynological (microfloral)
studies in Indian coals and other sedimen
tary formations.

Virkki (1937, 1939) figured some winged
pollen from the Gondwanas of India and
Australia. Virkki (1946) also studied spore
pollen assemblages from 2-} to 25 ft. above
the Talchir boulder bed, Kathwai; Middle
Product us Limestone, vVarcha and Jhalle
wali, Salt Range; Daltonganj Coalfield,
(Barakar Stage) Bihar; Pali beds, Rewa.
Mehta (1944) described spores and pollen
from the Pali beds of South Rewa. Sen
(1944) investigated spores-pollen from Sat
pukuria, Ghushick and associated seams of
the Raniganj Stage. Ghosh & Sen (1948)
described and illustrated large number of
spores-pollen from the Raniganj Coalfield,
West Bengal. Trivedi (1950) reported some
megaspores from Singrauli Coalfield (~ara

kar Stage). Goswami (1952, 1956) reported
some spores from thE' South Rewa Gondwana
basin of the Barakar Stage. Surange, Prem
Singh & Srivastava (1953a, 1953b) corre
lated a few coalseams of the West Bokaro
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TEXT-FIG, 3a - Histograms illustrating relative abundance of fossil spores-pollen genera.
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Densipollenites, V erticipollenites, Stroter
sporites and Sulcalisporites are also qui te
common in the assemblage. Leiot1'iletes,
Retusotriletes, Verrucosisporites, Lechiki
sporis, A napiculatisporites, N eoraistrickia,
M icrobaculispora, Didecitriletes, Lacinitri
letes, Altitriletes, Striomonosaccl:tes, Platy
saccus, Rftizomaspora, Vitlatina, Hamia
poUenites and Sulcatisporites are less than
2 per cent individually in the assemblage.
Dictyotriletes, T hymospora, Vir!d?ipoUenites,
Plicatipollenites, Illinites and Guttulapolle
nites are not present in 200 specimens.

Exposure No. 4 - The exposure No. 4
consists of massive sandstone at the top
(30') and carbonaceous shale (2') at the
bottom. Only three samples (FI, FIA and
FIB) from this shale were collected and
all of them yielded spores and pollen grains.
Spores-pollen percentages have been comput
ed taking into account of the distribution
in all the three samples. Bisaccate pollen
form the most dominant group. Trilete
spores are poorly represented while monosac
cate, polyplicate and colpate pollen are
represented as subdominant and accessory
types respectively.

The samples F I, FIA, FIB, represent 35
genera. Bisaccate contributes 76 per cent
to the assemblage. St1'iatites and Lahirites
are do minan t. Densipollenites, Vertici
poUenites, Strotersporites and Striatopiceites
are su bdominan t. Leiot1'iletes, Retusotriletes,
Leschikisporis, A napiculatisporites, N eo
raistrickia, M icrobaculispora, Didecitriletes,
Lacinilriletes, Altitriletes, Laevigatospo1'ites,
Punctatospo1'ites, Striomonosaccites, Cuneati
sporites, IUinites, SclzizopoUis, Villatina,
Korbapollenites, Rh7:zomaspora, Vesicaspora,
Sulcatisporites, Ginkgocycadophytus, Gneta
ceaepoUenites, Ephedripites, Decussatispori
tes and Guttulapollenites are present in
less than 2 per cent individually in the
assemblage. Verrucosisporites, Dictyotrile
tes, Thymospora, Virkkipollenites and
PlicatipoUenites are not present within 200
specimens.

PALYNOLOGICAL ZONATION

A perusal of the histogram pattern (TEXT
FIGS. 3a, b) of the four exposures investi
gated here reveals three distinct palyno
logical zones.

Zone A - The first zone (Zone A) is re
presented by the section in exposure No. 1
(Samples F 2K-F2C) and three lowermost

samples (FtX, FIW and FIV) of the second
exposure (see TEXT-FIG. 2). This zone is
dominated by trilete spores. Among these
M iC1'obaculispora, Didecitriletes and Laci
nitriletes represen ting the group Varitrildi
outnumber the other group of trilete spores
represen ted by the groups A piculati and
Laevigati. Lophotriletes, Apiculatisporis are
found in good number in the two lower
most samples (F2K and F 2H) of the first
exposure; their percentage, however, de
crease in the upper most samples studied
(F)W and FIV). The Laevigati group re
presen ted by Leiotriletes and Retusotriletes
are present in small number of lowermost
samples (F2K-F2E), but not encountered
in the upperrnost samples (FIW and FIF)
of this zo ne.

Monolete spores represented by Laevi
gatosporites and Punctatosporites form a
minor percentage in the assemblage. Thv
mosp01'a is only found in two uppermost
samples (FIW and FIV) of this zone.

Monosaccate pollen are not recorded
from this zone.

Platysaccus, Cumeatisp01'ites and I Uinites
of the nonstriate group are either absent
or poorly represented in this zone.

Striate bisaccate pollen are well repre
Sented. Striatites, Lalzirites, Strotersp01'ites
and Striatopiceiles are present in all the
samples in sizable percentage. Ha11u:apoUe
nites, Vittatina, KorbapoUenites and Rhizo
maspora are either absent or found in small
number in this zone.

Polyplicate and colpate pollen represented
by Decussatisporites, Ginhgocycadophytus and
GuttulapoUenites are found in most of
the samples in a low percentage. Gneta
ceaepoUenites and Ephedripites are sporadic
in appearance. This group shows a gradual
increase towards the upper part of the zone
represented by Sample FIV.

Zone B - The second zone (Zone B) is
present only in exposure No.2 represented
by samples FIQ-FI~ll representing the upper
part of the second exposure (see TEXT
FIGURE 2). This zone is also characterized
by the dominance of trilete spores, the group
Apz'culati contributing to the bulk of the
assemblage. Loplzotriletes and Apiculati
spo1'is are very dominant. The group Vari
trileti, a dominant group in zone A is well
represented but is only second in position
to the group A piculati. Leiotriletes and
Retusot1'iletes of the Laevigati group are
also well represented in this zone.
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Monolete spores represented by Laevi
gatosporites and Punctatosporites are common,
but Thymospora is found in very sITlali
percentage.

Monosaccate pollen represented by
Virkkipollenites, Densipollenites and Stl'io
monosaccites are mostly absent except for
Densipollenites in the lowermost samples
(F1Q, F1P, FlO) and found in poor percent
age in the uppermost sample (F1N and
F1M) of this zone.

Nostriated bisaccate pollen represented
by Platysaccus, Cuneat-isporites and Illinites
are either absent or meagrely represented
in this zone.

Striated bisaccate pollen form the second
largest group in this assemblage of this
zone. Striatites, Lahirites, Strotersporites,
Striatopiceites and V ittatina are well re
presented.

Hamiapollenites, Korbapollenites, Hindi
pollenites and Schizopollis are poorly re
presented.

Polyplicate and colpate pollen represented
by Gnetaceaepollenites, Ephedripites, Decus
satisporites, Ginkgocycadophytus are presen t
in good percentage in all the samples as
well as Guttulapollenites which is interpreted
here as polysaccate.

Zone C - The third zone (Zone C) includes
the uppermost section (Samples F1 Land
F1R) of the second exposure and the section
exposed in the third (F]R-F1C) and the fourth
(F1, F1A, F1B) exposures. This zone is
dominated by striated bisaccate pollen. The
lowermost sample (FiL) is constituted of
50 per cent striated bisaccate pollen. The
percentage of this group gradually increases
in the uppermost (younger) sections. It
is represen ted by over 81 per cen t in the
sample F1F of the third exposure. Striatites,
Verticipollenites, Lahirites, Strotersporites
and Striatopiceites are found in great abun
dance in all the samples investigated here.
Vittatina, Schizopollis, K ol'bapollenites
and Rhizomaspora are poorly represented.
The nonstriated bisaccate pollen represented
by Platysaccus, Cuneatisporites and I llinites
are not found in sizable percentage.

Trilete spores of the Laevigatt', Apiculati
and Varitrileti groups are poorly represented
in most of the samples. A napiculatisporites ,
Lophotriletes and Apiculatisporis are well
represented in lower most samples (F1L,
F1R and F1R) of this zone. Microbaculi
spora, Didecitriletes, and Lacinitriletes are
found with a percentage of less than ·5

per cent in the uppermost sample (Fl' FIA,
F1B). Leiotrileles and Retusotriletes are pre
sent throughout the zone in small percentage.

Monolete spores are represented mostly
by Laevigatosporites and Punctalosporites.

Gnetac eaepollenites, E phedripites, Decus
satisporites, GuttulapoUcnites and Ginhgo
cycadophytus are not well represen ted in
this zone.

The above data can be summarized 111

Table 1

TABLE 1- SHOWING THE THREE
DIFFERENT ZONES

r Trilete Rare or accessory
I Monolete Absent or rare
I Monosaccate Rare or accessory
I Nonstriated Rare or accessory

Zone C i bisaccate
Striated Dominant

I bisaccate
I Polyplicate Rare or accessory
L and Colpate

rTciletc
Apiculati dominant,

Varit1'ileli subdomi-
nant, Laevigati ac-
cessory

Monolete Rare or accessory

Zone B ~ Monosaccate Absent or rare
I Nonstriated Rare or accessory
I bisaccate

SubdominantI Striated
bisaccate

Polyplicate Su bdominan t
Land Colpate

r Trilete Varilrileti dominant,
I Apicutati. Laevigati
I subdominant
I Monolete Ftare or accessory
I Monosaccate Absen t or rare

Zone A i Nonstriated Ftare or accessory
bisaccateI Striated Subdominant
bisaccate

I Polyplicate Ftare or accessory
L and Colpate

PALAEOECOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION

The dominance of trilete and monolete
spores in Zone A and B in the bottom sec
tion indicates that the ferns and fern allies
were the main type of vegetation around
the basin during the period of deposition.
In Zone A, Microbaculispora, Didecitriletes
and Lacinitriletes are the most dominant
genera. It indicates that the ferns or fern
allies which produced triangular to subtrian
gular spores (in polar view) with differential
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ornamentation pattern on the exine and
regular folds associated with trilete germinal
apeture, were the dominant typeofvegetation
in Zone A. The dominance of the group
ApiC1l.lati in the zone B points out change
in vegetational type among the ferns and
fern allies.

The presence of bisaccate spores-pol1en
in smal1 percentage in Zone A and B prob
ably shows that the Coniferous Gymno
sperms. occupied upland regions or there
were only a few of them in and around the
basin during that period.

The good percentage of polyplicates and
col pate pollen particularly in Zone B indi
cates that Cycads and Chlamydospermous

plants constituted a suhstantial part of the
vegetation around the basin in that parti
cular period.

The gradual dominance of bisaccate spores
pollen in Zone C reflects the luxurious vege
tation of Coniferous Gymnosperms around
the basin. Probably they invaded the
swamp from upland regions perhaps due to
shallowing up of the swamp by silting.
\Vhatever may be the reason, the Coniferous
Gymnosperms once getting a solid ground
and favourable flourishing condition domi
nated throughout the Z,:me C and shadowed
the ferns, fern allies and CYcads. Thus
three distinct zones of vegetation can be
seen in the sections studiei h2r~.
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1-2. Leiolriletes sp. Photo Nos. 55/22, 52/9.
3-4. Relu50lrileles sp. Photo Kos. 53/20, 54/6.
5. Verruco,isporiles sl1' Photo No. 47/1.
6-7. Anapirulalisporiles veritas sp. nov. Photo

Nos. 50/18, 46/30.
8-10. Anapiculatisporiles sp. A Photo Nos.

53:'9, 53/23, 53/25.
11-12. Anapiculalisporilcs consol1/.ts sp. nov.

l~hoto Nos. 54/21. 57/14.
13. A napicltlalisporiles sp. B. Photo No. 54/26.
14-19. Lopholrileles reclus Bharaowaj and Salujha

Photo Nos. 54/23, 54/9,46/24, 57/28, 52/18,47/27.
20-22. A piculatisporis sp. Photo Nos. 51/22,

5111, 48/12.
23-24. Leschikisporis baccalus sp. nov. Photo

Nos, 51/22,51/2.
25-27. Neomislrickia sp.
28-32. Nlicru!Jarulispora mimdus sp. nov. Photo

Nos. 55/9, 55/25, 55/2, 55/21, 55/7.

68-73. Delisipollenites inllisus Bharadwaj &
SaluJha, Photo Nos. 47/24, 49/21, 45/6, 4(-,/35, 53/33,
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78-80. SlrioJ>1()llos{lai/"s ovrtlus BharaG\\'aj, Photo
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85. ll/init?s sp. Photo No. 57/8.
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43-44. Diclyo!rilr-tes sp. Photo No. 54/22.
45-50. l_oevigatosporites co;liensis (Balme &

Hennelly) comb. nov. Photo Nos. 46/16, 50/7,
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51, Thymospf]rr.r sp. Photo No. 50/2.

91-95. Siriatites alill' sp. nov. Photo Nos. 46/14,
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Nos. 48/6,52/12,53/17,57/23,52/5,49/9,52/21.

64. Vi·rkhpolleniles sp. Photo No. 45/30.
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132-134,139. Sl1'iatopiceites varius (Bharadwaj)
comb. nov. Photo Nos. 49/22, 47/10, 48/17,
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135-138. Siriatopiceiles miuutus sp. nov. Photo
N0.s. 55/29, 50/22, 48/2. 45/20.

140. Hamiapolleniles sp. Photo No. 50/6.
141-143. Vitlalina lala \\'ilson. Photo Nos. 46/9,

47/28,48/14.
144-146. Schi~opolhs wodehnu;;ei Venkatachala

& Kar, Photo No.,. 52/7, 51/28, 55/24.
147-148. SchiJopollis disaccoidis Vcnkatachala &

Kar. Photo Nos. 51/+, 57/20.

PLATE 9

149-150, 152, 158-163. Srhi':()/Jollis disaccoidis
Vcnkat"chala & Kar. Photo N0S. 51/21, 51/17,
55/5,55/35,50/29, 501l0, 50/17, 50/19, 510 9.

151, 153-157. Scl'i::opoIl1s otrcmm \'enkatachala
&: Kar. Photo Nos. 55/28, 51/5, 51/18, 54/29,
50/4, 50[33.

164-1 G5. J{ol'bapollel1ilcs IIO,JUS Ii,,·ari. Photo
No,;. 55/12, 55/32.

166-67. Rhizomaspora sp. Photo Nos. 57/12,
54/12.

168. ) Vesicaspora sp. Photo No. 50/15.
169-174. Sulcalisporiles sr. Photo. Nos 55/34

51/31, 48/26, 52/16, 48/11, 50/31.

PLATE 10

175-176. Gin/ig!Jcycadophylus cymbalus (Balme &
Hennelly) Potonie & Lele. Photo Nos. 46/22,
54/13.

177. Gnelaceae!)olleniles sinuous (Balme &
Hennelly) Bharadwaj. Photo Xo. 49/15.

178-182. Gllctaceaepolleniles pllIulatus sp. nov.
Photo Nos. 54/28, 40/33, 54/27, 50/28. 46;7

183-184. Ephedripilcs sp. Photo :\os. 46/3,
46/3l.

185-187. DCl"1Issali'sporites pilus sp. "ov. Photo·
Nos. 53/32, 54/24, 55/30.

188. Dccussalisp01'ites s].'. P!tnlo No. 50;30.
189-190. Derllssnlisporites dU!j/Us sp. no,·. Photo

Nos. 57/25, 50/26.
191-199. GulitJiapolleniles han;;or;iws (Gou l.in)

Yen\<. Goubin & J(ar. Phcto :\"cs. 55/1, 46/19,
51;:1, 50/24, 50/27, 54/1, 49,'6, 50/32, 45/32.
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